Sermon Notes

US N°. 54

Date: April 8", 2012
Title:  The Core of our Faith / Vengeance is Mine

1. The Primacy of the Resurrection. 1 Cor. 15:14-22, “And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and

your faith is also empty. Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that

He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. For if the dead do not rise, then

Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! Then also those who

have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most

pitiable. But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so

in Christ all shall be made alive.” This is much more than bunnies, eggs, and chocolate.

2. The Story;
a. Preface —“The Triune God Perfectly Creates All Things For His Glory”
b. Chapter 1—“Man’s pride distorts Creation;” the sin of one does impact the life of others (cf. Rom. 5:15)
c. Chapter 2 - “God Chooses a People and Tutors Them Through the Law” (cf. Gal. 3:24-25)
d. Chapter 3 - “Prophecy and Law Foreshadows the Coming Messiah” (cf. Mt. 11:13, Luke 24:27, 44)
e. Chapters 4 — “The Life of the Messiah”
f. Chapter 5 — “The Death and Resurrection of the Messiah,” if you want to see how much God detests sin...

h.

Luke 24:1-12, “Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women
with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. But they found the stone
rolled away from the tomb. Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. And it
happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining
garments. Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, "Why do you
seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was
still in Galilee, saying, 'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified,

m

and the third day rise again.'"" And they remembered His words. Then they returned from the tomb and
told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. And their words seemed to
them like idle tales, and they did not believe them. But Peter arose and ran to the tomb,; and stooping
down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had
happened.”

Chapter 6 — “The New Glorified Body of the Messiah;” His own physical resurrection with a new body, but
also the new body of Christ in the world today. (cf. 1 Cor. 15:42-44, 1 Cor. 10:16, 1 Cor. 12:27)

Chapter 7 — “The Return of the King,” (cf. Rev. 19:11-16, Rev. 22:12, 20)

3. The Theology

a.

The problem has never been the pagan nations surrounding us; it’s the pride of man and sin. The
Kingdom of God is not of this world, but it is invading it. Rom. 5:14-21, “Nevertheless death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of

Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one
man's offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus



Christ, abounded to many. And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the
judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many
offenses resulted in justification. For if by the one man's offense death reigned through the one, much
more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the
One, Jesus Christ.) Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in
condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in
justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's
obedience many will be made righteous. Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But
where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might
reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

b. The perfect, voluntary sacrifice of Christ; Jn. 10:7-19, “Most assuredly, | say to you, | am the door of the
sheep. All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. | am the
door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief does not
come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they may have life, and that they may
have it more abundantly. "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a
hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a
hireling and does not care about the sheep. | am the good shepherd; and | know My sheep, and am known
by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so | know the Father; and | lay down My life for the sheep. And
other sheep | have which are not of this fold; them also | must bring, and they will hear My voice; and
there will be one flock and one shepherd. "Therefore My Father loves Me, because | lay down My life that |
may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but | lay it down of Myself. | have power to lay it down, and |
have power to take it again. This command | have received from My Father." Therefore there was a
division again among the Jews because of these sayings.”

i. Through the disobedience and pride of one man sin and death dominated creation. Through obedience
and humility, one Man brought Life to creation. Phil. 2:5-11, “Let this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And
being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on
earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.” (cf. Col. 1:19-20)

ii. Jesus really did die. Refutes Islam and the false accusations.

c. Jesus’ resurrection was physical, “similar and yet...” Jesus was seen by His disciples, He ate with His
disciples, He was touched by them, etc. Yet He had a new, glorified body that was not like His previous

body, one that was not quickly recognizable. (cf. Luke 24:13-32, 39)

i. 1Cor. 15:1-8, “Moreover, brethren, | declare to you the gospel which | preached to you, which also you
received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which |
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For | delivered to you first of all that which | also received:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again
the third day according to the Scriptures, that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He
was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but
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d.

some have fallen asleep. After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. Then last of all He
was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.”
God is faithful to keep His promises to us.
Is. 53:2-11, “For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has
no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is
despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our
faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and dfflicted. But He was wounded
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his
own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted,
yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers
is silent, so He opened not His mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will
declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgressions of My
people He was stricken. And they made His grave with the wicked— but with the rich at His death,
because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise
Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall
prolong His days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor of His
soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their
iniquities.”
Jesus’ resurrection is the basis of our hope for resurrection. Jn. 11:25-27, “Jesus said to her, "I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and
believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, | believe that You are
the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world."”
The new life in Christ, Life is indestructible. 1 Cor. 15:33-58, “Do not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts
good habits." Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God. |
speak this to your shame. But someone will say, "How are the dead raised up? And with what body do
they come?" Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies. And what you sow, you do not
sow that body that shall be, but mere grain—perhaps wheat or some other grain. But God gives it a body
as He pleases, and to each seed its own body. All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh
of men, another flesh of animals, another of fish, and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies and
terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is
one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from
another star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in
incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And
so it is written, "THE FIRST MAN ADAM BECAME A LIVING BEING." The last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. The first man was of
the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are
those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. And as we
have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man. Now this |
say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit
incorruption. Behold, | tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed — in a
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moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN
VICTORY." "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING? O HADES, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY?" The sting of death is
sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
f.  All authority in heaven and earth is now Christ’s. (cf. Mt. 28:18)

4. The Challenge — Acts 4:1-3, "Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the
Sadducees came upon them, being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the
resurrection from the dead. And they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next day, for it was
already evening."

a. To the false gods of this age. Rom. 1:4, “declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.”
b. To the hopelessness, apathy and meaninglessness that surrounds us.
i. Lessconnected despite being better connected.
ii. Live towork, to eat, to buy & play?
iii. The why’s of Life.
iv. Isthere any sickness greater than death?
v. When everything around us seems to be falling apart, going down the drain, etc.
c. Tolive accordingly now in the present.
d. Your kingdom come, your will be done
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